2007 - Critic’s Pick

Best Fried Chicken - Celebration

Observer

Celebration Restaurant | 4503 W. Lovers Lane, 214-351-5681

We know: You like Bubba's, and they're great and all. But we just can't love a place that once
somehow charged us $1 per organ for an order of chicken livers. What were they fried in,
rendered unicorn fat? So give us Celebration. For around $11 bucks, we get fresh bread and
muffins, all we can eat of juicy-not-greasy chicken, plus three sides or the freshest veggies
available. The coating is crispy but not oil-sodden and we swear they must either marinate or
brine, because the taste of herbs comes steaming out of the meat. All this is served in a comfy
warren of wooden booths and tree-shaded patios by some of the friendliest servers in the city.
(Scary friendly, sometimes. Really, can anyone be that cheerful on a Sunday afternoon after the
post-church rush?) Compare them to the surly bunch occasionally found behind the counter at
other chicken shacks. The folks at Celebration seem like they're actually celebrating something,
or maybe they're just glad they're not the ones standing over the fryer.



